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Trenton Complex 


The Department announced Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
approval of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for Interstate 
Routes 195 and 295 and Routes 29 and 129 in Mercer and Burlington 
Counties, a network of roadways known as the Trenton Complex. 

The FEIS document includes impacts of the preferred alternatives for 
constructing the missing links in I-195 and I-295, the extension of Route 29 
and the addition of Route 129. 

“The completion of the Trenton Complex is one of the highest priorities of 
the Department,” said Commissioner Gambaccini in making the announce- 
ment. 

Construction costs of the 13.5 miles of all aspects of the Trenton Complex 
are estimated at $253 million, based on 1980 prices. Final design public 
hearings will be conducted and construction could begin as early as the 
spring of 1982 on a portion of |-295 in Hamilton Township. 

The study, which took six years to complete, involved complicated 
environmental and cultural issues relating to the wetlands, Crosswicks 
Creek and Abbott Farm District, a registered national landmark, in the 
area of the proposed I-195/I-295/NJ29 interchange. 

When the Trenton Complex is completed, the resulting roadway capaci- 
ties and free-flowing traffic patterns will aid area travel and relieve conges- 
tion on local streets, while providing a continuous route between Trenton 
and other areas of New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 


Bikeway report 


Seventeen abandoned railroad rights-of-way have “clear bikeway poten- 
tial,” according to a report published by the Department's Division of Project 
Development. 

Tracts that have “clear bikeway potential” connect population concentra- 
tions with areas of employment, recreation and community activity. 

The Department conducted an inventory and evaluation of 83 railroad 
rights-of-way totalling approximately 900 miles that were abandoned be- 
tween 1911 and 1977. 

The 104-page report discusses access roads, condition of the right-of- 
way, attractions, such as shopping, recreational and employment facilities, 
and anticipated cost of converting the abandoned railroads to bikeways. 
Maps of the 17 locations also are included. 

The report is not for the casual reader or biking enthusiast. It is intended 
to guide engineers and planners in assessing the potential of converting 
abandoned railroad rights-of-way to bikeways. 


I-95 spur dedesignation 


In late January, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) approved the 
dedesignation of the I-95 spur, a proposed eight-mile roadway that would 
have run from Route 287 in South Plainfield to Franklin Township, through 
Middlesex and Somerset Counties. It is DOT's third approved dedesignation 
in the last two years. 

The federal action, which had been requested by Gov. Brendan T. Byrne, 
eliminates the proposed section from the national Interstate Highway 
System and makes New Jersey eligible to use the $145 million, which would 
have been used to construct the road, for other road and public transit 
improvements in the region. I-495 (Hudson County) and I-895 (Burlington 
County) have been dedesignated, freeing a tota! of nearly $195 million for 
other transportation projects in the region. The state would provide a 15% 
match for federal funds representing 85% of the total. 

Extensive analysis by DOT indicated that proposed |-95 spur was not 
essential to the Interstate System. It would have joined proposed |-95/|-695 
Mainline in Franklin. However, DOT has announced its intention to de- 
designate that section of I-95/I-695 as well. 


The lock tender’s house adjacent to the Delaware and Raritan Canal is in the 
path of the Route 18 Freeway construction. Plans are to relocate it to the 
Outlet Lock in Boyd Park, restore it and recycle it as an interpretive center 
on the canal for the public. 


Lock tender's house 
to serve a new era 


by Randy Linthurst 
Public Information Officer 


The lock tender’s house adjacent to the historic Delaware and Raritan 
Canal that is in the path of the Route 18 Freeway construction project in New 
Brunswick will be relocated and restored. 

Once in its new location at the Outlet Lock in Boyd Park near the Rutgers 
Boat Club some 1.67 miles downstream, and in mint condition, it will be 
recycled as an interpretive center: information desk, reading area, display 
boards and exhibits on canal history and lore. 


continued on page 4 


Baa 


aa 


AASHTO 25-year awards 
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Commissioner Louis J. Gambaccini presented the American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) 25-Year Award to the following 
DOTers on January 29: John Haller, supervising engineer II, Design; Frank 
Scymanski, supervising engineer, Design; Robert Meyers, Chief, Bureau of Land- 
scape; Adrian C. Lincoln, Jr., district supervisor, Right of Way; and William Dill, 
Chief, Bureau of Accounting. Jack Friedenrich, Director of Engineering and Opera- 
tions, second from right, represented AASHTO at the ceremony. Not present for the 
photographer was Joseph Notaro, supervising engineer II, Design. 
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Governor Brendan Byrne’s proposed 
$5.6 billion state budget for the coming 
fiscal year continues the tight restraints 
of recent years. The Department's por- 
tion of the budget recommendation is 
$185.9 million, $10.3 million more than 
the current allotment, but $64.7 million 
less than the DOT had requested. 


The following are highlights of the 

budget’s impact: 

e Maintenance accounts will be ex- 
tremely tight. This has prompted a 
Departmental review of all non-safe- 
ty-related maintenance, such as lit- 
ter pick-up, mowing, etc., to de- 
termine where reduction or elimina- 
tion is feasible. This would permit all 
available resources to be focused 
on the highest priority safety- and 
operations-related tasks. 


¢ A $10 million cut in the State Aid 
program will not permit the Depart- 


$185.9 million proposed for DOT 


ment to match $30 million in federal 
funds for county road and bridge 
improvements. 
¢ Bus and rail commuters face the 
probability of a 20% to 26% fare 
increase to compensate for losses in 
operating subsidies at both state 
and federal level and to offset con- 
stantly rising fuel and maintenance 
costs. Even with the fare increase, it 
may be necessary to make some 
reductions in bus and rail service. 
One of the few areas in which the 
Governor recommended an increase in 
spending involved a new $6.4 million 
program to provide senior citizens and 
the handicapped with free bus service 
during off-peak hours. The program cur- 
rently allows senior citizens and the 
handicapped to use bus and rail service 
during off-peak hours for one-half the 
regular fare with the state reimbursing 
the carrier for the other half. 


More changes follow 
Department's reorganization 


More DOT employees were affected 
as further refinements to the major De- 
partment restructuring, announced by 
Commissioner Louis J. Gambaccini in 
December 1980, were announced. 

The changes reflect the ongoing con- 
solidation of related functions and/or the 
realignment of bureaus or units formerly 
within the same Division into the newly 
designated internal and external arms of 
the Departments. In December, Gam- 
baccini announced that Department 
functions were divided into Transporta- 
tion Services (external) and Transporta- 
tion Management (internal), each 
headed by an Acting Assistant Com- 
missioner. 

The latest moves saw the former Plan- 
ning Division Units divided as follows: to 
Transportation Services: Com- 
prehensive Transportation Planning, 
Data Base Generation, Research and 
Demonstration, Joint Development; to 
Transportation Management: Project 
Development and Program Develop- 
ment. 

Acting Assistant Commissioner Melvin 
R. Lehr (Transportation Services) also 
announced the establishment of a new 
bureau, Special Transportation Ser- 
vices, in the Division of Public Transpor- 
tation Services. Amy Rosen, who was 
Gambaccini’s Executive Assistant for In- 
tergovernmental Affairs, has been 
selected to head the new bureau and 
serve as acting director of the Division 
until that position is filled. The Division 


will provide the Department's focus for 
public transportation needs and 
priorities and maintain liaison with NJ 
TRANSIT. It will include the Office of 
Ridesharing, formerly in Transportation 
Operations and Local Aid and the Office 
of Special Programs, formerly in State- 
wide Transportation Planning. 

Frank Fitzsimmons was appointed by 
Lehr to be Director of the Office of Regu- 
latory Affairs. He replaces Albert 
Hasbrouck. (See story on page 3.) 

Ms. Rosen's former post is now filled 
by Elaine Schuman. (See story on page 
35) 

In other Departmental changes, the 
Bureau of Plant Security formerly in the 
Division of Central Services, now reports 
to Chief Investigator Martin Potash, In- 
vestigative Services. 

Further organizational changes will be 
reported in next month's Transporter. 


Prizes set in 


photo contest 


A $50 U.S. Savings Bond will be 
awarded as “Grand Prize” in the Photo 
Contest being sponsored by the 
Cafeteria Committee. Smaller cash 
awards will be made to winners in each 
of six categories. The deadline for receiv- 
ing entries is March 15. For more in- 
formation and entry blanks, see last 
month's Transporter or call Jim Snyder 
at 2-0439 or 8-322-0439. 
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The state’s diminishing water supply 
and the high cost of fuel and electricity 
have forced most New Jersey residents 
to develop energy-saving habits in their 
homes. 

Central Services Director Andrew 
Cella, whose division oversees some 700 
DOT buildings, maintenance yards and 
bridge houses, wishes that employees 
would bring these household attitudes to 
work. “Federal and state regulations 
spell out building temperatures and wa- 
ter conservation measures,” Cella said. 
“We all must comply or face severe pen- 
alties.” 

Robert Britton, Chief of Plant Engi- 
neering and Operations, believes the 
Department can reduce its two million 
dollar annual fuel and utility bills and be 
able to apply the savings to needed 
building maintenance, if everyone coop- 
erates. 

Britton said that if funding is found he 
plans to install energy savers such as 
water flush controls, watt-miser lighting 
and more efficient heating and air condi- 
tioning units. Until then, here are some 
tips he would like to see DOTers heed: 


e 
Energy tips: 

1. Use water sparingly. 

2. Turn off lights when you leave a 
room empty for a long period. 

3. Keep blinds at a 45° angle to 
block drafts. 

4. Keep thermostats and radiator 
vents unblocked and don’t tamper 
with them. Free air flow is vital to 
their operation. 

5. Close all corridor and outdoor 
doors. In the headquarters build- 
ing all doors leading to the cor- 
ridors must be closed to maintain 
the building’s design circulation 
plan. Open garage doors let out 
large amounts of heat. 

6. Dress appropriately for buildings 
which may be colder in winter and 
warmer in the summer than in the 
past. Layered clothes and extra 
sweaters are suggested. 

7. Tape up cracks in windows and 
keep them closed. 

8. Turn off electric typewriters—and 
other electric equipment—when 
not in use. 

9. Don’t idle motors of Department 
vehicles. 

10. Rideshare to work, meetings. 


(CLIP AND POST IN YOUR WORK AREA 
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DOT bridge operator collects the news 


DOTer William Jaswinski has lots of 
news to share with people—over 40,000 
pages of it. 

The 58-year-old bridge operator of the 
Witt Penn Bridge, Route 7, Jersey City, 
has been clipping newspapers since he 
was 13 years old. Over the past 45 years 
he has accumulated a varied assortment 
of newspapers ranging from an 1863 
Civil War edition to the recent coverage 
of the homecoming of the Americans 
held hostage in Iran. 

Jaswinski, who has been with DOT for 
two years, started his unusual hobby in 
1935 because he “knew that a big war 
was coming.” He began to clip the pa- 
pers every day and by 1943 he had filled 
over 15 scrapbooks. 

Today, his collection has grown to 
over 40,000 pages. He has read every 
page, but claims he gets an even greater 
satisfaction by letting others read his 
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by Joanne Degnan 


‘... he gets an even greater satisfaction by 
letting others read his papers. . 


of British papers marking D-Day, 75 edi- 
tions of the Army newspaper, Stars and 
Stripes, and other newspapers from 
England, France and Germany. Mean- 
while, his sister, Leona Carter, saved 
over 5,000 pages of news from the Amer- 
ican papers which she presented to him 


papers, too. 

“| want people to look at them and 
enjoy them,” he said. The Bayonne resi- 
dent displays his collection on bulletin 
boards set up in taverns, restaurants and 
other businesses all over that city, 


always alert for somewhere new to dis- 
play them. 

Jaswinski’s extensive collection is not 
limited to only American newspapers. In 
1943, he enlisted in the U.S. Army and 
while overseas collected over 50 editions 


EXTRA! EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT/—DOTer William Jaswinski, bridge operator, 


holds an 1891-edition newspaper—one of the 40,000 newspapers he has collected. 
He displays his papers on the bulletin boards of local businesses in Bayonne. (Photo 


by Stevens Studio.) 


when he returned. 

After the war he continued to save 
papers faithfully every day. Eventually 
word got around about Jaswinski’s in- 
terest in chronicling history, and people 
began to donate old papers to him that 
they had lying around their cellars and 
attics. Consequently, his collection ac- 
quired a Civil War paper from 1863, 
several editions from 1891 and copies of 
newspapers from World War I. 

Other noteworthy pieces in his collec- 
tion include: the assassinations of Presi- 
dent Kennedy and Martin Luther King, 
the moon shots, the Vietnam War, Wa- 
tergate and President Nixon’s resigna- 
tion. 

In addition, he has saved old want ads, 
advertisements, property values and 
movie reviews. He also has papers from 
great days in sports history: Hank 
Aaron’s 715th home run that broke Babe 
Ruth’s record, the N.Y. Mets’ victory in 
the 1969 World Series and the 
Philadephia Phillies’ win in the 1980 
World Series. Recent additions to his 
collection include Ronald Reagan’s in- 
auguration and the hostage ordeal. 

Jaswinski stores his newspapers in 
plastic bags and claims that 99 percent 
of them are in perfect condition. “I’ve 
never lost one or sold one, although I’ve 
had plenty of offers. | plan on passing 
them down to my son and daughter and 
hope that they will hand them down to 
their children someday,” he said. 
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Pregnancy leave 


by Valerie L. Sunkett 
Bureau of Employee Relations 


As a result of changes in federal and 
state law, the New Jersey Civil Service 
Commission has adopted a revised poli- 
cy regarding maternity leave. The new 
Civil Service regulation treats pregnancy 
disability leave the same as any other 
personal illness disability leave and also 
contains a provision for child care leave 
on the same basis as other personal 
(non-medical) leaves of absence without 
pay. 

An important revision in the Civil Ser- 
vice regulation is that, once an employee 
provides acceptable medical evidence 
that she is unable to perform her work 
due to disability because of pregnancy, 
the granting of a leave of absence with or 
without pay is mandatory for as long as 
the employee is disabled. 

Incidentally, a leave of absence with 
pay is the utilization of accrued sick 
leave and is only limited to the amount of 
earned sick leave an employee has and 
the length of her disability due to preg- 
nancy. A leave of absence without pay 
(LAW) is limited to the length of the 
employee's disability due to pregnancy 
and cannot exceed one year. 

An employee may use accrued leave 
time (e.g., sick, vacation, administrative) 
for pregnancy disability purposes; how- 
ever, the employee will not be required 
to exhaust accrued leave before taking a 
leave of absence without pay for preg- 
nancy disability. It should be noted, how- 
ever, that the employee must exhaust all 
of her accrued sick leave prior to being 
eligible for New Jersey Temporary Dis- 
ability Insurance benefits. 

Child care leave without pay may be 
granted under the same terms and con- 
ditions applicable to all other personal 
leaves without pay. 

If you have any further questions re- 
garding Pregnancy Disability Leave, con- 
tact your Division’s Personnel Coordi- 
nator through your supervisor. 


RECENT RETIREES 


Henry J. Bauman, senior neogitator 
(Right of Way) 14; Sidney Bellinger, 
foreman, Landscape (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 18; Edward E. Bilar, 
bridge operator | (T.0.L.A.) 12; Thomas 
W. Cummins, maintenance worker |, 
(Construction/Maintenance) 17; An- 
thony P. D’Augustine, principal engi- 
neer (Constructin/Maintenance) 20; 
Clare M. Deeney, senior clerk steno 
(Right of Way) 14; Frank W. Egan, prin- 
cipal engineer (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 31; August Eigen- 
mann, construction repairer | (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 33; Olive C. Harcar, 
secretarial assistant Ill (Right of Way) 18; 
George W. Johnson, Jr., inspector, per- 
mits | (Construction/Maintenance) 13. 

Anna D. Leone, principal file clerk 
(Data Base Generation) 18; Frank 
Lesnak, heavy equipment operator 
(Construction/Maintenance) 34; James 
Ross McKeever, supervising construc- 
tion engineer (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 33; Joseph T. 
Mincher, principal engineer (Design) 33; 
David L. Minnich, bridge operator | 
(T.O.L.A.) 23; William Pappas, foreman 
highway maintenance (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 32; Renato Ren- 
demonti, repairer mechanic (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 12; Frank Reuter, as- 
sistant engineer in charge of main- 
tenance (Center Services) 20; Donald L. 
Rudolph, truck driver (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 19. 

John M. Salt, principal investigator 
(Constructiion/Maintenance) 35; 
Eugene Salvia, project engineer con- 
struction (Construction/Maintenance) 
32; Karl C. Schilpp, traffic enumerator 
(Data Base Generation) 10; Theodosius 
Sendzik, principal draft technician (De- 
sign) 22; Raymond Sickler, equipment 
operator (Construction/Maintenance) 
24; John Stewart, Jr., senior engineer 
(Design) 40; Matthew Tabor, bridge op- 
erator | (T.O.L.A.) 21; Anthony J. 
Todaro, foreman landscape (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 21; Catherine Van- 
Norman, secretarial assistant Ill (Right 
of Way) 25. 
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Digging the past 


Plummets presumed to be used for fishing, copper beads made of native nuggets, 
and other Abbott Farm artifacts, excavated during Interstate Route 295 construction, 
were put on display in the Headquarters Building cafeteria. Pictured are two of the 
DOT archaeologists responsible for digging up the primitive objects, Brenda 
Springsted and Kurt Kalb. The display is on loan from the New Jersey State Museum. 


Two re-assignments were announced 
by Frank Parker, Chief Engineer, Design: 
Samuel Whitehead, formerly supervisor 
of plans and specifications, has been 
named consultant agreement coordi- 
nator. A 34-year-DOT veteran, he began 
his career as an engineering aide. Rob- 
ert Suess, a 22-year-DOT employee, 
was named to the post vacated by 
Whitehead. Suess, who began his career 
as an assistant engineer, was formerly a 
specifications engineer. 
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A luncheon was held in honor of 
Eugene Salvia, project engineer, Re- 
gion | (Construction), a 33-year-DOT vet- 
eran. Regional Engineer Edward 
Mullowney was principal speaker at the 
affair which was attended by 100 friends 
and co-workers. 
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Arthur Ackerson, equipment opera- 
tor (Maintenance), and his family would 
like to thank the many friends and co- 
workers at DOT for their generous re- 
sponse when Ackerson was seriously 
injured on the job in December 1979. 
The Prospect Park family said that the 
thoughtfulness shown to them made 
their holidays and lives so much 
brighter. 


a 


William Beetle has been named Ex- 
ecutive Assistant to Melvin R. Lehr, As- 
sistant Commissioner, Transportation 
Services. Beetle joined the Department 
over four years ago and has worked in 
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DOT honors ex-hostages 


the Bureaus of Environmental Analysis 
and Regional Analysis. 


+ * * 


Wayne Bradley, Assistant to Com- 
missioner Gambaccini, was honored at a 
farewell luncheon February 2. Bradley, 
who has been with the Department for 
the past 14 months, has accepted the 
position of Director of the Division of 
Transportation and Planning with the Es- 
sex County Division of Planning and Ec- 
onomic Development. 


Obituaries 


Bernard P. Bridle, 67, head audit ac- 
count clerk (Accounting), died on Janu- 
ary 23. The World War Il veteran joined 
the Department in 1965. Surviving are 
his wife, Marion, and a brother, W. King- 
sly Bridle, formerly with the Right of Way 
division and now at NJ TRANSIT. 


~ * * 


William Odell Shaw, inspector of per- 
mits (Region Il), passed away on January 
12. The 49-year-old Korean War veteran 
suffered a heart attack on the tennis 
court. He is survived by his wife, Dolores, 
and four children. 
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John M. Wielenta, 55, auditor | (Con- 
tract Administration), died on January 
15. He joined DOT in 1977 and was 
serving as assistant to the Chief of the 
Bureau of Contract Administration. A 
bachelor, he lived on a farm in Ringoes 
with his brother. 
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Audrey English and Holly Ungar (Community Involvement) and Joanne Degnan 
(Public Affairs) admire the giant yellow ribbon, hung at DOT Headquarters to honor 
the freed hostages on the national day of Thanksgiving in February. The ribbon was 
made by Pete Stam, Earl Crockett and Jack Sutterly in the Model Shop at the 
suggestion of Dottie Kish of the Commissioner's Office. 


e 
New at DOT: 

Elaine J. Schuman is Commissioner 
Louis J. Gambaccini’s new executive as- 
sistant for intergovernmental affairs. She 
replaces Amy Rosen, who now heads the 
Bureau of Special Programs. 

The Princeton resident comes to 
NJDOT after seven years as Mercer 
County's Director of Consumer Affairs, 
which she researched and set up. In this 
position, Schuman built up a reputation 
as an excellent mediator with the busi- 
ness community and an active lobbyist 
on consumer legislation. She served as 
secretary of the National Association of 
Consumer Affairs Administrators and 
president of the County and Municipal 
Consumer Agencies, Inc. 

Her other experience is as varied as 
coordinating a New Jersey Presidential 
campaign and directing a large corps of 
volunteers for Princeton University’s 
English-in-Action program for foreign 


Elaine J. Schuman 


students. She has studied at Rutgers 
University and the New School for Social 
Research. 

The easy-to-talk-to Schuman, who 
considers public service her profession, 
makes time to serve on advisory boards, 
including the American Red Cross, the 
Urban Living Skills Center at Mercer 
County Community College, Princeton 
Public Library and the American As- 
sociation for the Mentally Handicapped. 

For relaxation she enjoys going to 
country auctions and is a collector of 
orientalia. 


One DOT office doesn't have a per- 
manent home yet, but it does have a new 
director. The Office of Regulatory Af- 
fairs, temporarily stationed at the Inn of 
Trenton, will relocate soon to Newark 
with newly-appointed Director Frank 
Fitzsimmons leading the way. 

He replaces Albert Hasbrouck, now 
with NJ TRANSIT. Fitzsimmons is a law- 
yer with extensive experience in trans- 
portation regulation. He was a regulatory 
attorney for Transport of New Jersey. 
The new director said he prefers public 
to private law because it “answers a 
definite need.” 

A Bergen County resident and father 
of three, Fitzsimmons said he hopes to 
streamline existing regulations for non- 
subsidized carriers. “They are not re- 
sponsive enough to either the carriers or 
the public because they are unclear,” he 
said. “We will attempt to allow carriers to 
grow, but not at the expense of the 
public. 

“There’s a nationwide move underway 
to deregulate,” he explained. “New Jer- 
sey cannot ignore that trend. This will 
require a new emphasis in the regulatory 
process, one in tune to serving the pub- 
lic.” 

In addition to deregulation, Fitzsim- 
mons’ objectives include meeting the 
needs of rapidly growing Atlantic City, 
enforcing safety and cleanliness on non- 
subsidized carriers and, he added, “the 
organization of my new office.” 
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More vans for the elderly and handi- 
capped, aid for rural transportation and 
a study of alternate uses for school 
buses are key elements in the Office of 
Special Programs’ plan for the future. 


The office is headed by Joseph Hug- 
gler, who, along with his staff of ten, is 
working on a Governor’s task force that 
is coordinating all of the state’s para- 
transit services. The group is studying 
ways to use school buses for the trans- 
portation of the elderly and handicapped 
during off-school hours and is also plan- 
ning a taxi cab demonstration project to 
determine if cabs can be used to provide 
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similar services in selected areas. 

“There are over one million New Jer- 
sey citizens who, because of physical or 
mental handicaps, age, or income, can- 
not use public transportation to the 
same extent as other citizens,” said Hug- 
gler. “It's our job to identify their needs 
and make transportation more ac- 
cessible to them.” 


The office is also working on a new 
program to provide capital and operat- 
ing assistance to rural areas where pub- 
lic transportation is poor or non-existent. 
To date, 13 county applications for aid 
from the Federal Highway Adminis- 
tration have been handled by Huggler’s 


Locktender's house 


continued from page one 

The house, which is generally struc- 
turally sound and whose asphalt shingle 
siding is in fair condition, is part of a 
larger NJDOT project to restore the 
canal from Albany Street to the Double 
Outlet Locks. The work will include 
dredging the canal, reshaping the 
towpath and restoring the locks with new 
mitergates. 

The date when the house was con- 
tructed is not Known but Deep Lock was 
built between 1830-1834, one of 14 locks 
in the canal. The facing stone of Deep 
Lock will be used in the restoration of the 
Outlet Lock. 

The Delaware and Raritan extends 
65.5 miles in length, connecting the 
Raritan River at New Brunswick to the 
Delaware River at Bordentown and at 
Raven Rock. An artificial waterway built 
by the Delaware Canal & Banking Com- 
pany, the canal opened in May, 1834, 
uniting the tidewaters of New York and 
Philadelphia. 

Horse-drawn barges and later me- 
chanically-propelled barges and steam- 
ships carried cargoes that included coal, 
iron ore, sand, cement, fertilizer, timber 
and farm products on the canal. Sup- 
plies and equipment for the Grand Army 
of the Potomac were transported on the 
canal throughout the Civil War and Un- 
ion gunboats were a frequent sight from 
along its banks. 

The canal carried peak traffic in 1871, 
but declined thereafter, succumbing to 


See “Let’s Save Energy” 
on page 2. 


competition from the railroad. It ceased 
as a commercial operation in 1932. The 
State of New Jersey took over the canal 
from the Pennsylvania Railroad in 1934. 
The $27.4-million Route 18 Freeway 
project extends from the recently com- 
pleted John A. Lynch Bridge over the 
Raritan River to the vicinity of Albany 
and New Streets in New Brunswick. It will 
close a one-mile missing link on the 
Freeway which will extend from River 
Road in Piscataway to the Garden State 
Parkway in Tinton Falls, Monmouth 
County, when completed. The project is 
considered to be a key element in the 
revitalization of New Brunswick. 


staff. 

Applications are also being processed 
from county governments and non-profit 
Organizations for 60 vans and 65 small 
buses equipped with wheelchair lifts. 
These will join the 234 specially- 
equipped vehicles which are now in ser- 
vice. 

Huggler is particularly proud of his 
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Office of Special programs staff Joe Mokriski, Sherry Ervin, Ron Hand, Joe Huggler, 


Lisa Palma and Bob Malloy 


work for the 
transportation 
disadvantaged 


office’s Reduced Fare Program which 
was begun in 1973 to provide persons 62 
years of age or older and the handi- 
capped of any age with reduced fares on 
most New Jersey buses and trains. 
Almost 600,000 are enrolled in the pro- 
gram, about 55 percent of those eligible. 
This year the subsidy will amount to $5.1 
million. 


McKeever retires 


by Gerald E. Guarnieri 


Jim McKeever, supervising construc- 
tion engineer (Region |), was honored 
recently at a retirement dinner held at 
Cedar Gardens Restaurant in Trenton. 
The 33-year-DOT veteran came to the 
Department as a bridge inspector and 
served in a number of positions and 
work locations until taking the helm in 
the Somerville construction office in 
1966. 

McKeever, a six-foot leprechaun with 
an incisive wit that has brightened many 
otherwise dull meetings, served as enter- 
tainment chairman on DOT’s AASHTO 
and NASHTO convention committee in 
1977-78. He is past president of both the 
Professional Engineers Society of 
Mercer County and the now-defunct 
DOT Bridge Division Club. 


Golf has always played an important 
part in McKeever’s life. He now plans to 
devote more time to the game and to the 
McKeever Invitational Golf Match which 
he has co-sponsored with his nine 
brothers and sisters for the past ten 
years. 


“It won't be all play,” he says of retire- 
ment. He has accepted a position as 
consultant to the Government of Saudi 
Arabia and is hard at work writing a 
construction manual for them. 


He and his wife, Helen, hope to do 
some traveling, but rule out spending 
too much time in the Middle East. 
McKeever has heard that the golf 
courses have poor greens and the sand 
traps are “ridiculous.” 
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